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Cypress Tree at Point Lobos














Les Woodrum will be teaching four different community education classes at Danville Area Community College during the summer and fall, 2008 semester. Les will be presenting workshops in advanced web design, digital, basic photography, and PhotoShop. Visual communications classes offered by Danville Area Community College and taught by Les Woodrum during the fall, 2008 semester include:


Macromedia Flash


Flash can get your website noticed and remembered by your web site visitor. Learn how to produce flash animation and graphics and then be able to add them to your web site.


Technology Center, Room 13,  $96


July 14-August 4, Mondays,   6-9 p.m.





Digital Photography


Traditional film is almost a thing of the past. This workshop will emphasize digital photography techniques, explain digital photography terms, camera operations and settings, basic photo manipulations, and file management of digital images.


Lincoln Hall, Rm. 218 – Wednesdays, 


Oct 27–Nov 19, 6-8 p.m. $96





Photography "THE BASICS"


This course of study introduces the student to: The use and handling of 35 mm as well as digital cameras; a working knowledge of film and digital imaging; the basic elements of a photograph; an understanding of lighting, both natural and artificial (flash); basic portrait lighting and posing; and the care, storage, and display of printed photographs as well as digital images.


Requirements: 35 mm camera & film or and/or digital camera. 


Clock Tower, Room TBA Wednesdays, 


Sept 5-Oct 22 6-8 p.m. $96





PHOTOSHOP


This class will introduce you to the basics of working with Photoshop for retouching images and drawing. Students will be able to use various techniques for selecting in order to edit and retouch images. Students will be able to prepare images for including in a website or for including in printed documents. Students will be able to edit images using the painting tools, clone stamp and drawing tools. Students will be able to create new images using the pen tool and the drawing and painting tools. Students will be able to create and edit images using layers. 


Lincoln Hall, Rm. 218 


Thursdays –  Sept 11 – Oct 2,  6-9 p.m.,  $96


-or-


Saturdays – November 29 – December 20, 


9am to Noon, $96
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  You should check out a new quarterly publication published by The Commercial News. The magazine is called “Illiana Lifestyles.” The first issue hit the newsstands in early May. The fall issue will be out by August 1st. 





   I have a special interest in this publication  because I am one of the contributing photographers for this magazine. The magazine is a full-color publication printed very high quality. A subscription costs $9.00 per year. Call 217-446-9494 for information.





The May issue included four articles featuring Les Woodrum Photos. The August issue will include four to five articles featuring Les Woodrum photos
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   If you are looking to get the optimum quality image from your digital camera, try shooting your images in the “RAW” format. 





    RAW image files are sometimes called digital negatives, as they fulfill the same role as film negatives; the file is not a directly useable image, but it has all the information needed to create an image. The RAW image has a wider dynamic range than an image recorded in JPEG format. The RAW image is basically still separated into three color layers whereas a JPEG file has been compressed to one layer.





   The big advantage to the RAW image is the ability to do color corrections to the individual color layers. If your photo has a mixture of sun and shade, it is easier to correct your color balance for both in the RAW format. Also, you can correct the entire color temperature of the photo better than the white balance presets your camera has.





    One disadvantage would be the tremendous file size of the RAW images. With the image being recorded in three separate color layers, the file size for each image is three times larger than a JPEG file.  With my digital camera and a 256mb card, I can save 78 JPEG photos on the card. When shooting RAW files, I can only get 22 photos on the card.





   Another problem is need of programs that can read and correct RAW files. If your camera can produce RAW files, chances are the camera company included a program that can read RAW files. Most Photoshop and Photoshop Elements programs do an excellent job working with RAW files.





   Another thing to keep in mind is that the RAW image still needs converted to a TIFF or JPEG file before you can print the image. High quality photo labs would prefer the TIFF image and your one-hour photos will probably still prefer a JPEG image.





   


















































  After the trip, Les was interviewed for an article on Vacation Photos by The Commercial News. The article featured photos from this trip. Check out the June 22 issue of The Commercial News for this article. 





   Les Woodrum recently finished a trip to the California’s Monterey-Carmel coast and of course, Yosemite National Park. Yosemite and Point Lobos are two locations that should be on every photographer’s “bucket list” of places to visit before they die. 









































Yosemite Valley and the Merced River – The RAW image was corrected for overall color balance due to the slightly overcast condition and the river was given even more correction on the yellow/blue layer.


























Les Travels to Yosemite and Point Lobos





Above, left – 


Mariposa Sequoia Grove


(Received 1st Place - Photography in the Danville Art League “Art in the Park” Show, 6-21-08





Above, right –


 Dead Cypress Tree, Point Lobos





Lower right – 


Bridal Vail Falls








Planning underway for a Fall Photo Tour of Southern Illinois














Woodrum-Media is in charge of the liquidation of all of the photo equipment and supplies for a local camera store that went out of business. Items are being sold for pennies on the dollar. There are some larger items that do have a reserve price on them. Some of the “stuff” that has been salvaged includes:














Digital Photo Notes























Half Dome from Glacier Point























Photo Rummage Sale





8x10 antique view camera


Beseler 4x5 enlarger


Lots of assorted lenses (probably 20 or more) especially Yashica/Contax lenses.


Camera bags, all shapes, all sizes


Darkroom supplies and equipment


Filters galore from 38mm to 72mm


Cokin special effects filters


Flash units – lots of different brands


Studio backgrounds


Tripods and tripod heads


Folders, negative sleeves/preservers


Misc. camera accessories





  To check out the “stuff”, give Les a call at 217-443-4403 after 4:00pm or on weekends. 





  About six items every two weeks are being sold on e-bay. To check out current listings, search for items sold by leswphoto.








  The week prior to our trip, the temperature there was in the 90’s (it was in the 60’s when we were there) making all the waterfalls run at their max from snow melt.














Tree Roots – Giant City



































  During the trip, I shot about 50 rolls of film and about 800 digital images. It took almost three weeks to process and edit the black and white. I’m still working on the color film and digital images. 





  If you are interested in attending, I need your help. I have two tentative dates. Either October 17-18-19 or  November 7-8-9. If you are interested in attending, e-mail Les at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lesw@woodrum-media.com" ��lesw@woodrum-media.com� with your preference of dates. Final decision of dates will be made on September 1st.


























































































































Horseshoe Lake Cypress – Cache River area











Low Clouds Approaching Bridal Vail Falls – Yosemite National Park














Your Solution for Photography, Web Page & Media Design, Communications Education and Training





          “Fog Settling Over the Valley” – Yosemite National Park





There are some photos you instantly know will be a classic when you press the shutter. We were heading back to our motel after photographing the Mariposa Sequoia Grove all afternoon. This would have been the fifth time we stopped to take photos from this view. We almost did not stop because it was after sunset and I had photographed the scene so many times before during this trip. I had to hurry, but the result speaks for itself.


 


           Camera – Bronica SQa w/110mm lens


           Film – Kodak T-Max 100 & T-Max Developer 1:4


           Exposure – 8 sec, f/16 w/#25 red filter
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We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


http://www.woodrum-media.com
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All Photos © Leslie A. Woodrum











   A gallery of photos from the trip can be viewed on the Woodrum-media web site. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.woodrum-media.com/calif08" ��www.woodrum-media.com/calif08� to view the photos.�  Plans are to produce an exhibit of the best photos and display in a local museum or gallery.
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Photo of the Quarter














  Areas to be visited will include Giant City, Pine Hills, the Cache River Swamps and a local winery.  The price for this workshop will be $150.00 per person. Transportation, meals and lodging will be in addition to the class fee. 





   Plans are under way to offer a fall photo tour of Southern Illinois. This trip will concentrate on the south-west scenic areas of Southern Illinois. The workshop will center from either Carbondale or Giant City State Park.




















Pacific Grove Coastline








